March 10, 2010

Dear Representative Arcuri,

I am writing to urge you to support the National Writing Project as it faces losing its federal funding. The NWP is currently at risk as a result of the administration’s proposed strategy to consolidate it with five other literacy programs which would only offer funding to state agencies competing for it with new, unproven programs. 

The National Writing Project has a thirty-six year program of success in improving literacy among students by profoundly supporting the professional development of their teachers. 

As a National Writing Project fellow who is now teaching teachers at the largest teacher education institution in New York State, I can truly say that almost everything I do today as a teacher, colleague, academician, and designer of teacher professional development programs has been positively shaped by my experience as a National Writing Project fellow at the UCLA Writing Project (2005).  The hundreds of pre- and in-service teachers I have since worked with have all, in one way or another, benefitted from my belief that my students, like me, are all writers and future literacy leaders.  That they might carry over to their own classrooms this National Writing Project goal of helping students discover their own voices, along with the pleasures and power of self-expression, has become one my principal objectives as a teacher educator.

But this is just one example of the many, many ways in which my experience with the NWP has affected literacy learning in the lives of those with whom I interact daily in my profession.  And I am just one NWP “writing fellow.”  Each summer for thirty-six years, the NWP has provided thousands of others from K-University environments across the nation with the very same type of transformative experience -- an experience from which they, too, have emerged to go on to positively influence literacy learning among their students, colleagues, and communities.  I am sure that I am not alone in my belief that the degrees of separation are few between the National Writing Project and many of the nation’s most respected classroom teachers, teacher educators, and literacy scholars. 

With this new administration and with you as our state Representative, I had hopes that, at last, truly effective methods of improving literacy education would be valued.  But this recent legislation to reduce funding to the NWP by linking it to that of other unproven literacy programs makes me doubtful, and, frankly, disappointed.  

I urge you to sign the letter currently being circulated by Representative George Miller to support funding to the National Writing Project and to communicate your support of the NWP to other legislators in Washington.  As a teacher and a scholar in the field of literacy education, as well as a parent and a citizen of the State of New York, I can say with complete assurance that doing so would be one of the best investments in our children’s educational and economic future that you could possibly make.

Sincerely yours,

Cynthia Sarver
Assistant Professor and Coordinator
English — Adolescence Education
SUNY Cortland
P.O. Box 2000
Old Main 117-D
Cortland, NY 13045

607.753.2074 (office)
607.753.5978 (fax)
